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Official Report. 


Jackson, 21st. June, 1828. 
His Excellency, 


" GERARD C. BRANDON, 


SIR—I have the honor to inform your Excel- 
lency, that in conformity to your instructions of 
the 13th March last, L embarked on -board a 
steam hoat on the 3tst. ultimo, at Vicksburg, for 
Memphis, in the state of Tennessee, with a view 
to examine a Pass, said to connect the head wa- 
ters of the Yazoo with the Mississippi river. On 
my arrival at Memphis, I ascertained that I had 
ascended the Mississippi near an hundred miles 
above the Pass. J used every exertion to obtain 
a PHot, but could not succeed; consequently I 
descended with a man F engaged at Memphis, in 
a canoe, and entered a Pass ten miles below He- 
lena, a small village in the Arkansas Territory. 
We descended this Pass about three miles, and 
entered a large Lake, iní the shape of a Horse- 
shoe. On our arrival at its lower extremity, we 
found a number of passes or out-lets—we att>mpt- 
ad to descend one, but found in a few miles pro- 
gress, that if exhausted itself upon other small 
lakes and the adjacent low lands. After three or 
four days useless exertion and much exposure, 
we regained the bank ofthe Mississippi, and pass- 
ed over to the Arkansas side, where we obtained 
some further information in relation to the pass. 
After having dried our baggage and rested a day, 
we re-crossed the river to the head of the pass. 

Here I marked some colton wood trees, and 
nailed up acypres board, to guide those who 
may have occasion tə pass that way hereafter.— 
The water of the river Mississippi had fallen six 
feet at this point, perpendicularly. ‘The banks 
of the pass were two feet sbove water. ‘The 
depth of water upon the Bar was twenty-two feet, 
but deepened to sixty feet in one hundred yards. 
it’s width is about one hundred feet. I entered 
the lake at the same point I did before, and kept 
well in with the northern shore. It is about the 
width of Mississippi, and appears to have been 
once thé bed of that river. Í 
twenty-seven feet deep. and upward—it’s length 
is about twenty miles. 
ten miles, E discovered some marks on some wil- 
lows close in shore—on nearing it, I found it to 
be the pass [ was seeking. The pass puts off 


- East. I found twenty-one feet water on the Bar, 


and not less than twenty-seven feet at any place 
below it. ‘Lhe out-let is blocked up with drift- 
woou—for five miles below, itis open and I found 
no difficulty; but the next fifteen miles, succeed- 
ing; the pass is literally covered with drift. At 
the distance of twenty-five miles from the Lake, 
the pass unites with Indian Hen Bayou from the 
north-west, the latter end of the pass, (before its 
junction with Indian Hen) is like the first part of 
it not so much ebstructed— The water of the pass 
and Indian Hen form at this season of the year, a 
beautiful navigable stream with plenty of water 
for craft of any kind, there is nevertheless con- 
‘siderable drift to be found in many places. Six- 
ty miles below Indian Hen, Cold-Water empties 
in from the north—It is a still, deep stream, and 
about the size of the one we descended—and is no 
doubt navigable to the interior of the Chickesaw 
country. One hundred and thirty miles below 
Cold Water, ‘Talla Hache empties in, bearing a 
little west of north. Ifis a beautiful stream, and 


-- united with Cold Water at this point makes ‘the 


Yazoo river. Thirty miles below Talla Hache 
enters Yalo Busha, a navigable stream which 
heads up amongst the Choctaws. 

From Yalo Busha to the Choctaw boundary it 
is twenty-five miles. Three miles below the boun- 
dary line, Jake Loeesh puts in from the west, fif- 


teen miles below Loeesh, Achafalia puts off to® 


the west.and supplies the great lake Sun Flower. 
Five miles below Achafalia Yazoo unites with 
lake Fchula—This lake is fed by the Bogue 
Loosa; or Line Creek. A Chart exhibiting the 
whole extent of tbe pass accompanies this Report. 
The whole extent of the pass and Yazoo river is 
remarkably crooked. W here the water is confin- 
ed within the banks, the current is strong, but 
when thrown off, over the low lands- the water in 
the Channel is as still as if confined by a dam.— 
To the mouth of Cold Water vessels of any ton- 
nage could ascend at this season of the year.— 
There is but little difference in the width of the 


XQ 


L found. the water. General Assembl 


After progressing about 


pas east of the lake, and that which comnects the 
lale and river—the east portion has many small 
cypres and ‘other frees growing in its channel 
tlése serve to preyent the passing off of the drift. 
Iitiscovered but little difference in the fall of the 
wter from Mississippi'to7Hannan’s Bluff 

Iam clearly of the opinion that it is practicable 
tc remove the obstructions that exist, and at an 
etpense, but inconsiderable, compared with the. 
alvantages the people of the northern part of our 
shte would derive from such an improvement.— 
Added to this, we look forward with a hope of 
siccess for an extinguishment of the Indian title 
lordering on this pass—I may say the whole with- 
i our limits. To those who may inhabit that 
ountry ere long, the advantages will be incal- 
lable. l 7 
` From the Mississippi to Yazoo river, there is 


z considerable descent—this is manifest by the ° 


npidity of the current in the pass. . The water in 
je channel is every where deeper than on the 

lars of the two passes—by making the necessary . 
«cavalions at these two points, and removing the 
dift wood; any portion of the water of Missis- 
sippi may be thrown into Yazoo, to make the 
pass navigable for vessels of every class. ‘The 
pass from the Lake to Indiam Hen could be much 
siraigùtened at little expense. 

Another object presents itself to my view, ag 
connected with this snbject, of the greatest mag- 
nitude; which, if attained, will advance the va- 
lue of real estate in the middle, eastern, and nor- 
thern counties, ten fold. 

I allude to the connection of the waters of the 
Mississippi, by way of Yazoo, with the Pearl 
River. hat it is practicable, none can doubt, 
who will examine the subject, The distance from 
Pear! River to Yazoo (from the nearest points) 
cannot exceed thirty miles—and no abstacle ex- 
ists to prevent an easy communication. 

True, Mississippi has not the capital to carry 
into complete operation so grand a project; but 
When the route shall be surveyed by a competent 
Engineer, and he shall determine, -as he must 

©, upon the practicability of the undertaking. the 
¥- vill incorporate a company, 
who will invite the attention of northern capita- 
lists to the subjects and, I feel no doubt but they 
will vest funds in the stock of such a company— 
in this way it can be perfected. 

To speculate farther upon this subject, were 
useless; as every individual in the community 
must acknowledge the importance of a canal cous 
necting those waters. ‘To improve the navigation 
of the pass, so as to admit keels, flats, and bar- 
ges. an appropriation of five thousand dollars will 
be necessary. The trees in the channel and on 
the banks must be cut at low water; and at low 
water much of the drift may be burnt, and the bal- 
ance cut np, so as to pass off by the next succeed» 
ing flood. 

- Should the General Assembly determine upon 
the improvement, I would, with due deference, 
suggest the appointment of one principal, and two 
assisfant Soperintendants, who should have tlie 
management of twenty hands each, making in the 
aggregate, sixty labourers. ‘These labourers can 
be employed for the state, by their agent-—the 

rincipal superintendant. It is believed that in 
ninety days the work could be completed by that 
number of hands ; these may be hired in Tennes- 
see, Mississippi or Arkansas.. The following 
calculation is the result of my reflections upon the 
subject, ‘viz: l o 
Principal Superintendant, 3 months, 300 

2 Assistants, do. 450 

60 Hands, do — do. a. 45, 2700 

‘Subsistence for labourers three 


months, a.. 18, 1080 
Implements and transportation, 470 
ae $5000 


Rations to any amount may be delivered near 
the place by persons contracting to supply provi- 
sions, without expense for transportation. 

I shall feel great pleasure to answer any in- 
quiries you. may be pleased to make, if any thing 
has escaped my recollection which should have 

“been communicated. =. 

- I hope the resalt of my labours may meet your 
approbation, and that of my fellow-citizens. 

I have the honor to be, respecifuily, 

Your Excellency’s most obt. 


DAVID DICKSON. 
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